
  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church  (HCLC)  

Minutes  for Counci l Meeting –  August 20, 2020 

 

The August 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order by President W endy 

Lambeth on Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 2:04 p.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting 

with a prayer.   
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy Beamesderfer, Linda 

Cuzzort, Ricki Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole (attending remotely by 

phone), and Sharon Wagner.  John Cooper, Karen Davidson and Kay Vaccaro were not in 

attendance.   

 

The minutes from the July Council Meeting were submitted by Julie Kilkenny and were 

unanimously approved by those present.  They will be submitted for publication in 

Crossties and on the website. 
 

The Treasurer’s report  was presented by Ricki Finstad.  Treasurer Finstad reported that July 

offerings were $27,188, which was an increase of $7,711 over June; he noted that this 

month’s figures included a $10,000 check from the ELC for its share of insurance costs.  

Year-to-date 2020 offerings were $164,014, which is $27,884 less than year-to-date 2019 

offerings.  Expenses for July were $52,496, an increase of $25,992 over June; this included 

the annual insurance premium of $27,000.  Year-to-date 7/31/20 expenses were $53,156 

more than offerings taken in.  The checking account balance at 7/31/20 was $177,035, not 

including restricted funds.  The Endowment Committee has $1,074 interest available for 

disbursement.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously  approved as presented.  

  

Pastoral Staff Reports:  
 

Pastor Berggren updated Council on his activities for the month.  He remarked that it has 

been a busy month.  Onsite worship services are going well, and he is getting into his groove 

with the weekly YouTube sermons.  He continues his early morning rehab, and Pastor 

Berggren expressed special thanks to Holy Cross for his health benefits, as his portion of his 

recent procedure was only $240.  He noted that longtime Holy Cross member Dr. Charles 

Hess died August 3rd; there will be a private burial service in Dallas.   He reported that 

Deacon Davidson had to miss today’s Council meeting due to previously scheduled meet -

ings with Holy Cross members, and that continues her calls and visits with parishioners . 

 

Old Business and Committee Reports : 
 

WELCA:  Nancy Beamesderfer gave an update on WELCA activities.  She reported the difficult 

decision to cancel this year’s Rummage Sale (due to COVID-19), noting the WELCA board felt it was 

too risky for both volunteers and shoppers to have the event this year.  Council approved a motion 
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in support of WELCA’s decision not to hold the Rummage Sale in 2020.  The General Meeting has 

been rescheduled for September 12th.   The Craft show is scheduled for September 26th.  
 

Buildings and Grounds:  Dr. Finstad reported that his research into ways to cut costs for the church 

lawn care was fruitful; the new company will begin lawn maintenance September 1st.   Ms. Kilkenny 

reported that work on the parking lot was almost complete.  The cost of the project was significantly 

higher than expected, as problems with the underlying base and culverts were not visible until the 

original paving was milled out.  This increased the scope and duration of the project.   
 

Telge property update:  There were no new developments on this item.  
 

Job Openings:   Council discussed the ongoing search for a new Organist and a part-time 

Youth & Family Director.  Pastor Berggren reported that Rob Carty has agreed to provide 

organ music for the Sunday service for the next couple of months.   
 

Social Media:  President Lambeth asked Council (and the congregation) to think about 

different ways to utilize social media to help with HCLC’s outreach efforts.    

    

New Business: 
 

Computer upgrades:  President Lambeth thanked Dr. Finstad for his research on new 

computers for Pastor Berggren, Deacon Davidson and the Financial Office.  They should 

be in any day. 
 

Lighting Assessment:  The decision on updating the light fixtures in the sanctuary and gym  

will be considered at the next meeting, as the 2nd bid for this project has not come back.    

 
 

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, 2020 at 12:00 noon.  
 

 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Julie Kilkenny 

 

 


